DANGEROUS    FUR-HUNTING

The animals trap themselves by walking into the
pen as they lick up the salt. When the stags are well
inside the pen the hunters dash out from their hiding-
place and quickly close the opening.

It was for such pens that the Saiodes stole the wire
from the telegraph poles near the Russian frontier.

But in addition to the animals already mentioned
there are numerous rare animals living in the Mon-
golian forests and mountains., such as musk-deer, mink,
stoat, weasel, wild boar. Naturally, hunting does not
proceed throughout the year. Winter animals are
hunted from October till December, partly because,
later, their skins become thinner and are useless
for fur, but also because the females are then pregnant.
Wild boar and musk-deer are generally trapped, while
wolf and fox are killed with food poisoned with
strychnine.

The furs exported by Mongolia are mainly squirrel,
marmot, Mongolian fox and wolf, while the fur of
other animals is used by the hunters themselves, so
that it is no rarity to see a simple Mongolian hunter
or cattleman wearing a mink cap or a musquash coat.

The guns used by the hunters are, in the majority
of cases, blunderbusses of the most primitive kind,
entirely made by the hunters themselves, except for
the barrel, which they purchase mostly from the
Russians. They also make their own gunpowder, and
the hunter for weeks and months, in the most appalling
cold, carries on his back not only the heavy blunder-
buss, but also enormous quantities of powder and
shot, jumping with his load from rock to rock, or